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Dedication

We fondly dedicate this book to the memory of Richard “Dick” H. Foote, a specialist in the
taxonomy of New World fruit flies and a genial colleague and mentor to a generation of tephritid
workers. In addition to his research on fruit flies, Dick was also an innovator in the use of
computer technology in systematics, and a long-time leader of what is now the Systematic
Entomology Laboratory of the USDA. Details of his career can be found in the obituary by
Norrbom and Thompson (2003, Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 105:
508-516). Here we focus on his contributions to the taxonomy of the Tephritidae.

In 45 publications on fruit flies, Dick described 12 genera and 49 species and revised most
of the fauna of the United States and Canada, culminating in the Handbook of the fruit flies
(Diptera: Tephritidae) of America North of Mexico (1993). In 1980, he provided the first
comprehensive review of and key to the Neotropical genera of Tephritidae since Hendel in
1914. Dick cataloged much of the world’s fruit fly fauna, authoring or co-authoring the tephritid
sections of four of the six regional catalogs (for the Nearctic, Neotropical, Palearctic, and
Australasian Regions). Dick also led the first attempt to use computer technology to catalog
flies, which both inspired and greatly aided our later efforts to produce a world database of
fruit flies. These efforts were extremely helpful to his colleagues and succeeding taxonomists,
providing a clear knowledge base upon which to build.

Dick also aided or influenced many contemporary and younger fruit fly biologists. He
was generous with his advice, ranging from his suggestion to Guy Bush that the Nearctic
Rhagoletis would be an interesting project, to answering numerous specific questions from
students and post-docs such as Freidberg and Norrbom. Dick never failed to respond with
pleasure to colleagues’ discoveries, and his enthusiasm greatly encouraged taxonomists such
as Louie Blanc and George Steyskal, and many other scientists, including Dick Goeden, Gary
Steck, Gary Dodson, and Marty Condon, to pursue studies of fruit fly biology, systematics, and
evolution.

Allen L. Norrbom
Amnon Freidberg
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IMPRESSIONS FROM THE FIRST TEPHRITIDOLOGIST MEETING, ISRAEL

-

The Conference Room, Tel Aviv University (TAU) Panorama Street, Haifa

The restored area of Rosh Pinna A viewpoint from a former Syrian fortress on the Golan
Heights overlooking Lake Kinnereth



Observing medflies on a fig tree trunk, Jericho The entrance to the "hanging monastery" on Mt.
Temptation, Jericho

Inside a ~2000-year-old water cistern, Mezada Mud bath at the Dead Sea
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Seeking shelter from the heat at Nahal Arugot, ‘En Gedi

The tour bus

Studying the TAU fly collection



