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OBITUARY

Professor David Rosen 
(1936-1997)

IN  M E M O R IA M

David Rosen, The Vigevani Professor of Agriculture and Professor of Entomology at the 
Faculty of Agriculture of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and world leader in Chalcidoid 
taxonomy and biological control of insect pests, died on 8 January 1997 after a brave steuggle 
with cancer. David was bom in Tel Aviv, Israel in 1936. He pursued his scientific studies at 
the Hebrew University where he obtained an M.Sc. degree in plant protection summa cum 
laude in 1959 and a Ph.D. in agricultural entomology in 1965. David remained a permanent 
staff member of the Faculty of Agriculture, rising quickly from the rank of lecturer in 1967 to 
Full Professor in 1978. In 1990 he became the first appointee of the Vigevani Chair in 
Agriculture. He chaired the Department of Entomology first as acting chairman (1974) and 
then as elected chairman, from 1977 to 1980 and from 1992 to 1995, resigning from his 
second term after discovering his illness. In addition to his duties as chairman, David was very 
involved in university life. He was active on numerous committees as well as being Director 
of the Research Center for Integrated Pest Management from 1988 on. He was also deeply 
involved in teaching, both at the administrative level, where he conffibuted measurably to the 
shaping of future teaching curricula in plant protection; and at the personal level where he was 
known as an excellent teacher and lecturer at home and abroad. His death came only a few
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days before he would have been awarded the M. Millikan Prize for Distinction in Teaching in 
recognition of his excellence.

Throughout his career, David devoted a large part of his time to improving Israeli agricul
ture. He made a vital contribution to the introduction and improvement of biological and 
integrated pest control methodology. His awareness of environmental problems culminated in 
his appointment by the chief scientist for the Ministry of Agriculture, to head a committee to 
examine the possibilities of reducing the use of poisonous pesticides in agriculture. For this 
purpose, he assembled a committee comprising leading scientists, extension service, plant 
protection and inspection service officers together with producers of plant protection products. 
The committee’s report that was published in 1990 after almost two years of deliberations, 
reflected his leadership, excellent ideas and superb penmanship, and served as an important 
landmark in plant protection in Israel.

David was an active member of the Entomological Society of Israel since its establishment 
and served in its committees until he died. He was also a member of the editorial board of the 
Society lournal: Israel Journal o f Entomology.

On the international level, David was well known as one of the proponents and leaders in 
biological pest control. He was an active member of the IOBC and a member of the 
IOBC/WPRS Council, leaving his mark on many of its decisions. He also served as a member 
of the FAO/UNEP International Panel of Experts on Integrated Pest Control. His active 
participation in the International Plant Protection Congresses led the organizing committee to 
elect him chairman for the next (14th) meeting in 1999, to be held in Israel. His international 
contributions included editorial duties in numerous professional publications including: Annual 
Review of Entomology, biological Control, Entomophaga, Integrated pest management re
views, and the Journal of Hymenoptera Research. David also took an important role in the 
International Congresses of Entomology, in which, for the last 20 years, he organized symposia 
and participated as an invited speaker in numerous forums. During the 20th Congress, held last 
summer in Firenze, Italy, he was elected to replace Prof. R. Galun as a member of the organizing 
committee for the 21st Congress.

He traveled extensively in the Americas, Europe, the CIS, the Far East and Australia and 
fulfilled many international appointments. These included visiting Professorship of Entomol
ogy at the University of California in Berkeley and Riverside, the Universities of Ankara and 
Adana in Turkey, the University of Maryland in College Park, Texas A&M University in 
College Station, and the University of Florida in Gainesville.

David has published widely in Hebrew and English. His scientific contributions include 164 
refereed articles, and eight books that are listed at the end of this article. The latter include two 
books that he co-authored with Paul DeBach, and six books that he edited.

David was a well known taxonomist of parasitic Hymenoptera, and was known both as a 
specialist of Encyrtidae and Aphelinidae, and as a strong proponent of recognizing the impor
tance of taxonomy for biological sciences in general and biological control in particular. His 
taxonomic contributions culminated in 1979 in the publication of a revisionary book on the 
genus Aphytis co-authored with Prof. Paul DeBach. This work gained the authors the presti
gious Filippo Silvestri Foundation prize from the University of Naples.

David was a proud Israeli, believing in the right of all peoples to live freely in their 
homeland. He will be remembered as speaking out, on many occasions, in favor of separating 
science from politics. He was a family man, a devoted husband and proud father to his three
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children. During the last few years he could often be seen in the company of his wife, Mazal, at 
many professional meetings. The many students and scientists whom he supervised for both 
M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees, as well as his colleagues in Israel and abroad, will always remember 
David as an exemplary family man, a true friend and a brilliant colleague who was always ready 
to contribute and help with his wisdom, humor and scientific insight. Together with his family 
and the scientific community we shall sorely miss him.

Books authored or edited by Prof. D. Rosen

Authored
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Cambridge, UK. 440 pp.
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OBITUARY

Dr. Paul M. Vermes 
(1919-1997)

IN  M E M O R IA M

Dr. Paul M. Vermes passed away on 24 April 1997 after a prolonged illness. He retired in 
1985 from his post as Director of the Division of Pesticides in the Department of Plant 
Protection and Inspection of the Israel Ministry of Agriculture. Paul Vermes, known to his 
friends as Paly, was bom on 27 September 1919, the youngest son of his parents, in Timisoara 
(Romania). He completed his primary and high school education in Romania. In September 
1937 he came with his family to Palestine. He entered the Kadoorie Agricultural High School 
where he received his basic agricultural training, graduating in 1940. He then continued his 
studies in the first graduating class of the Faculty of Agriculture at Rehovot of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, graduating in 1945 with an M.Sc. Agr. degree. His thesis on ‘Fumi
gation of Seed with Methyl Bromide’ was supervised by Professor M. Plaut.

Following his graduation, he was granted a scholarship from the University of Paris, 
where he received his Ph.D. degree in 1949. His doctoral thesis dealt with: ‘Le Mécanisme de 
l ’hérédité d’un caractère quantitatif chez Drosophila melanogaster Meig.’

In 1949 Dr. Vermes returned to Israel and began working at the Division of Plant Protection 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. During his first years at the Division, he worked on pests of
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various field crops, including specific crops such as maize, sorghum, and sugar beet. When 
cotton production was introduced, he concentrated mainly on cotton pests and became a leading 
expert on the subject. In the 1950s the invasions of the desert locust into Israel led him to work 
on the control of this pest, and he became a most successful expert in this important field, too. 
During his work he was nominated to various committees and served with distinction on 
specific crop management boards.

In 1958 he traveled, on a USOM scholarship, to Arizona for 6 months training and study. 
During his stay there he also became involved with citrus pests and sent home very thorough 
reports on these pests, which enabled his colleagues, in turn, to advise and help the citrus 
growers.

In 1963 Dr. Vermes was transferred as research fellow to the Division of Plant Protection of 
the Agricultural Research Organization (ARO), The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan. There he 
worked mainly on the evaluation and screening of pesticides. In 1963 and 1966 he traveled to 
Iran as an expert and consultant on cotton pests, each time for a few weeks. There he also 
attended an FAO international training course on locusts (in 1966). In 1969 and 1971 he 
participated in FAO Conferences and Meetings on Locust Control in Rome, being invited as an 
expert to the 15th Committee on Locust Control in 1971.

In 1978, after 15 years of research work at the ARO, Dr. Vermes returned to the Department 
of Plant Protection and Inspection of the Ministry of Agriculture as Director of the Division of 
Pesticides. This Division is responsible for the registration of agricultural pesticides and their 
use, including enforcement of the relevant regulations. The Division carries out the testing for 
residues of the pesticides and establishes, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, permitted 
limits of residues in agricultural produce. The experience of Dr. Vermes in extension and 
research and his broad knowledge of the field made him most suitable for this new post. He 
established very good cooperation with the pesticide industry, research establishments, the 
farmers and their organizations and the extension services, as well as with the relevant experts 
of the Ministry of Health.

Dr. Vermes attended many international congresses and meetings on Plant Protection, on 
Genetics, and on Biological Control of Pests, which became one of his main fields of expertise 
and interest.

Paul Vermes served as consultant, advisor and extension expert in various foreign countries: 
Peru, Argentina, Iran, Ethiopia and Thailand. After his appointment as Director of the Division 
of Pesticides in 1978, he regularly attended the meetings of the Codex Alimentarius Committee 
on Pesticide Residues of the WHO and FAO in the Hague, as the Israeli representative.

During his long professional career Dr. Vermes worked also on aerial spraying of pes
ticides, concentrating on low volume application, and published, together with the late 
Dr. Shoshana Yathom, a detailed research report on aerial spraying of vegetable crops. He 
wrote an authoritative chapter on industrial crop pests in the ‘Encyclopedia of Agriculture’ 
in Hebrew. Throughout his career he worked, to a great extent, on screening and evaluation 
of pesticides, biological control of pests, and arthropod surveys in various crops, including 
natural enemies of the pests.

Dr. Vermes’ employment as Director of the Division was extended, due to his expertise, for 
one year beyond the official retirement age and he retired in 1985.

It is very difficult to describe fully Dr. Vermes’ vast knowledge and expertise in a wide 
variety of professional fields as well as areas outside of agriculture proper. Thanks to his
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mastery of many languages (Hebrew, Yiddish, English, French, German, Hungarian and 
Romanian), together with his unique memory and ability to read rapidly, he was a walking 
encyclopedia. He was a born and talented extension specialist.

Dr. Paul M. Vermes will be remembered for his readiness always to help others and to share 
his vast knowledge in any field. The range of subjects he mastered also included economics and 
banking, as well as Judaism. He will be remembered and missed by all those who knew him, 
also, inter alia, because of his keen sense of humor and his treasure of incisive jokes which he 
had ready for each occasion.

Dr. Vermes is survived by a brother and a sister. May his memory be blessed.

S. Elhanan
Former Director
Plant Protection and Inspection Services
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