
VO
LU

M
E 

VI
 il

) 
19

71

THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF ISRAEL



The drawing on the front page depicts a female of Eutetranychus oriental is 
(Klein) (Acarina: Tetranychidae), a pest of citrus trees in Israel, described 
and studied by Prof. Z. Avidov in 1936. The discovery and nomenclaturial 
history of this species are discussed in this volume by U. Gerson (page 5 ).
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PROFESSOR ZVI AVIDOV

This special issue of the Israel Journal of Entomology is dedicated 
to Prof. Zvi Avidov on the occasion of his seventy fifth birthday.

Zvi Avidov (formerly Henry Zvi Klein) was born in Znin, Germany 
on November 13, 1896. During his childhood his family moved to Berlin, where 
he received his elementary and secondary education. Upon graduating from 
high school he already showed a keen interest in farming, which duly drew 
him to the Steinhorst Agricultural Training Farm near Hanover. At the age 
of twenty he was drafted into the German Army in which he served during the 
last two years of World War I. After the War he returned to agriculture, 
this time at the School of Higher Agricultural Learning in Berlin. At the 
same time he joined the Blau Weiss Zionist youth movement, an act that soon 
prompted him to personally realize his idealistic aspirations. Hence, on



2

February 20, 1921, even before completing his university studies, Avidov 
arrived in Palestine and immediately joined a group of young pioneers seeking 
employment as farm labourers in the new Jewish colonies of the Sharon and 
Galilee areas.

In 1923 Avidov was invited by the late Professor F.S. Bodenheimer 
to collaborate with him in his research and extension work on plant pests at 
the Agricultural Experiment Station which had been established in Tel Aviv 
two years previously by the Palestine Zionist Executive (PZE). Avidov's 
first assignments at this institution included outdoor ecological observations 
on insect life as well as field trials in the control of pests. These were 
carried out at the Ben Shemen farm, which in those days served as one of the 
field stations of the Tel Aviv centre.

This early participation of Avidov in entomological research in 
this country, started nearly fifty years ago, has since intensified and ra
mified; it developed deep roots and produced excellent fruit.

In the early thirties the PZE Agricultural Experiment Station was 
transferred from Tel Aviv to Rehovot and in time became the renowned Volcani 
Institute of Agricultural Research operated by the Ministry of Agriculture of 
the State of Israel. During these years Avidov participated most productively 
in the scientific activities of this institution as a senior member on the 
staff of its Department of Entomology.

In 1958 the Hebrew University of Jerusalem invited him to join its 
academic staff and head its Department of Entomology at the Faculty of Agri
culture in Rehovot. Avidov's close ties with higher education in agriculture 
in Israel were first established many years earlier, as he belonged to the 
first class of graduates of the Faculty of Agriculture to complete their M.Sc. 
studies - in Rehovot, in 1944. In 1951 he was appointed Senior Lecturer in 
Agricultural Entomology, and in 1955 was promoted by the Hebrew University to 
the rank of Associate Professor. By 1960 he became Full Professor, and at the 
end of the 1964/65 academic year reached the age of retirement from active 
duties. However, even as a Professor Emeritus Avidov did not slow down his 
scientific productivity, but instead increased it considerably.

Professor Avidov's publications include ten text books, more than 
100 original research papers, and about 60 articles and reviews dealing 
mainly with the biology, ecology and control of animals injurious to crop 
plants. This is beyond doubt a most admirable yield of a remarkably pro
ductive and successful life's work. Avidov's books and papers constitute 
an inexhaustible source of original, locally generated information that 
constitutes a sound scientific foundation to support further creativity and 
progress in Israel's advanced science-based agriculture.

Avidov was one of the founders and promoters of the science of pest 
control in Israel, an area that has already won world repute. Apart from 
training a cadre of operators and instructors in this specific field of 
agricultural activity, Avidov has also established the Department of Ento
mology in the University's Faculty of Agriculture. At this Department he 
has painstakingly trained a generation of scholars, teachers and students in



the science of crop protection. One may now assert with no fear of exaggera
tion that the prestigious and outstanding achievements of economic entomology 
in Israel could not possibly have been attained without his valuable contri
butions.

Avidov's wife Elisheva (nee Fridman) has loyally accompanied his 
creative work since 1922. It was their deep mutual faith and her staunch 
support that helped them tide over the profound grief of the loss of their 
beloved son Dov, who fell in the Israel War of Independence in 1948. In 
their bereavement they were perhaps able to find some consolation in the 
continuation of Avidov's scientific research and teaching work which has 
earned much renown both for him and his country.

Isaac Harpaz


