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A B S T R A C T

39 species of Braconidae are mentioned, chiefly from the Lake Tiberias region, 28 of them new to the fauna of Israel; 
one species: Apanteles judaicus is described as new.

It is a pleasent obligation to publish a list of the Braconidae collected by Mr. Y. 
Palmoni (Deganya A). The material consists of 459 specimens belonging to 39 species (2 of them 
uncertain). Many species are new to the fauna of Israel, and one species, Apanteles judaicus sp. n. , 
is new to science. The following species, occurring in Israel, are of high zoogeographic interest 
(reported localities in brackets): Apanteles phaloniae Wilk. (England), Microplitis heterocera Ruthe 
(sporadically in Europe), Microplitis rufiventris Kok. (USSR: Turkestan and Usbekistan), Rumania , 
Heterospilus testaceus Tel. (USSR: Ciscaucasia and Turk- menia) , Barygroctus zarudniajius Tel. 
(Iran), Rhogas basalis Costa (Italy, USSR: Transcaucasia, Iran), and Rhogas rossicus Kok. (USSR: 
Yaroslavsk).

We have meagre knowledge on the Braconidae of Israel. Boden- heimer (1937) 
gives a list of 23 species and a few more have been added in the meantime by several authors.

The determined material is deposited in the Beth Gordon Agriculture and Nature 
Study Institute, Deganya A, Israel, some specimens are retained for the Hungarian Natural 
History Museum, Budapest.

The species indicated with an asterisc (*) are new to the fauna of

Israel.

Meteorihae

Meteorus laeviventris Wesm. - Bodenheimer 1937 (Noet.)

A rather variable species concerning its sculpture, measurements, and color. Ratio 
of r2 to cuqu2 as 8:11,  and ratio of length to hind width of
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petiolus as 32:20 (main differences against M. rubens Nees). Tergite 1 generally 
with fine longitudinal striation, however, its surface varies from rather extremely 
striation to a glabrous one. Basic color light brown, propodeum, and petiolus 
dark to blackish brown, but entire body may also be yellowish brown or dark 
brown. Length 99 : 3. 3 -  4. 5 mm, generally 4. 5 mm, dd: 2. 8 -  3.5 mm, gener
ally 3 .2 mm.

Ranging and frequent in Europe, Sakhalin, Mongolia.

Localities: Deganya 14. II. -22 .XII. 1935-69, 32 9 4 cf; Kinneret 16.11.40 (in light 
trap) 9 ; Afiqim 11.69 9 ; Shaar HaGolan 1.VI.42. 2 9 .

Meteorus ictericus Nees. -  Bodenheimer 1937 (Noct.)

Light brownish yellow. Tergite 1 = petiolus , twice longer man
wide posteriorly; spiracles before the transverse median line. Tergite 2 with 
very fine longitudinal striation. Length 5 mm.

Frequent in Europe.
Locality: Deganya d , 18. X. 1967,

* Meteorus rubens Nees.

Very similar to M, laeviventris Wesm. differing, however, from 
this species by the following features. Petiolus elongate, its length to hind 
width as 31:17, ratio of r2 to cuqu2 as 6:9. Body yellowish brown, propodeum 
and petiolus (dark) brown, stigma brownish yellow. Length 3.5 - 3 . 6 m m .

Distributed in the Western Palearctic Region.

Locality: Deganya 12. III. 1940, 9 9 .

Macrocentrinae

* Macrocentrus collaris (Spin. )

Length 3. 5 mm. Cu2 relatively long, r2 and cuqu^ of nearly equal 
length (7:8). Tergite 1 with fine longitudinal rugulosity. Body brown, pronotum 
and segments 2-3 reddish brown.

Frequent in. Europe, reported from Tin-key.

Locality: Deganya , 26.IV. 1940, caught in a plantation of subtropical 
fruit-trees, 1 <f .
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* Zele chlorophthalma (Nees). -

Agreeing with tne Hungarian forms, but rugosity of tergite 1 some
what stronger.

Distributed in the Old World.

Localities: Deganya , 30. V -  6. XII 1939 -  44; 5 9

* Zele testaceator Curt. -

Similar to the European forms. Known from several European 
countries, furthermore from Turkey, Japan and Mongolia.

Locality: Dan (Upper Galilee), 25 .VI. 1957, I 9 .

Diospilinae

* Diospilus capito (Nees).

Antennae 25-jointed. Tergite 1 completely smooth and shiny. Ovi
positor somewhat longer than thorax. Length 2. 6 mm. Black, clypeus reddish 
yellow, palpi brownish yellow, legs pale, wings hyaline.

Reported from several European countries.

Locality: Deganya, 3. in.1942, on Cruciferae, l g .

Cheloninae

* Microchelonus basalis (Curt.)

One of the smallest Microchelonus species, its length 3 mm. The 
Israelian specimens agree with the European (Hungarian) ones, but they are 
somewhat stouter. Characteristic for this Species is the short radial cell (width 
of stigma against the metacarpal section of radial cell as 13:8), and first third 
of carapace vivid yellow.

Known from several European countries, Kasakhstan (USSR), and Iran.

Localities: Deganya 14. HI.-23. VII 1947 8 9 on mangel.

Agathiinae

* Agathis nigra Nees.

Antennae 29 jointed, almost as long as body. CU2 4-sided. Propodeum 
medially and posterio-laterally rugose. Tergite 1 as long as wide posteriorly, 
almost smooth and shiny.
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Ranging in the Palearctic Region.

Locality: Deganya, 25 .III. 1942, on lower herbs, 1 d .

Microgasterinae

* Apanteles emarginatus (Nees).

Reported from several European countries.

Heretofore it was known only as a parasite of caterpillars. It is 
worthy to note that in Israel it was bred for the first time from the ootheca of 
Sphodromantis viridis (Mantidae).

Localities: Deganya A, 6. IX. 1943, ex ootheca of Sphodromanties 
viridis Fsk. , 1 q . -  Deganya A, 29.VHI. 1968, ex Galleria mellonella L. (new 
host), lo q 2 d .

* Apanteles cf. firmus Tel. -

One specimen in a very bad condition. Presumably identical with 
A. firmus. Hitherto reported from the Western USSR, and Mongolia.

Locality: Deganya 23. VII. 1947, ex larvae of Terellia fuscicornis 
(Loew) (Trypetidae).

* Apanteles gastropachae (Bche).

Distributed in the entire Palearctic Region. An important Apanteles 
parasite in some noxious caterpillars.

Localities: Deganya 2.IH. 1938. ex indetermined Lepidopteran 
larva and pupa 3 <j> , 9. V. 1938.

Apanteles glomeratus (L.) -  Bodenheimer 1937 (Pieris).

Distributed in Europe, North Africa, Japan, and North America.
One of the most important Apanteles species parasitizing several caterpillars.

Localities: Nahalal (Jezreel Plain), 21.1.1927, ex larvae of Pieris 
brassicae L. 2 o -  Deganya 12.IV -  2 .XII. 1938 -  44 ex larvae of 
Pieris brassicae L. 49 § & 45 d .
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* Apanteles judaicus sp. n. 9 

(Fig. 1-3)

Head transverse, twice broader than long (28 : 14), rounded and 
constricted behind eyes. Face hardly twice wider than high (14 -  15: 8), me
dially almost smooth, laterally finely rugulose, shiny. Eye elliptic, its length 
to width as 15:11, inner margin convergent. Ocelli on a low triangle; posterior 
two ocelli of the same distance from each other as ocello-ocular line. Facial 
dimples at corner of clypeus. Cheek as long as base of mandible, densely 
rugulose. Tempora narrower than short diameter of eye (6:8). Frons above 
scapi with two linear impressions. Frons, vertex, occiput, and tempora almost

Explanation of figures.

Fig. 1-3. Apanteles judaicus sp. n. 9 : 1 = part of right fore 
wing, 2 = Mesonotum, 3. = Tergites. 1-3.
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smooth, shiny. Entire head, together with eyes pubescent. Maxillar palpi as 
long as longer diameter of eye. Antenae filiform, 1st flagellar joint 3 times 
longer than broad, farther ones gradually shortening and attenuating so that last 
ones 2.5 times longer than broad (see remark 1).

Thorax as wide as head, somewhat stout, ratio of its length, height, 
and width as 43:32:2 8. Pronotum almost smooth and shiny, laterally margined 
with suture. Mesonotum 1.4 times broader than long, with a rather dense and 
even punctulation, somewhat shiny, along the line of notauli punctulation more 
even, almost densely rugulose. (Fig. 2).

Prescutellar furrow deep, not wide, with 8 crenulae. Scutellum al
most smooth, shiny. Propodeum rugose, with a median longitudinal carina, along 
its anterior and posterior margin rather smooth, shiny. Mesopleura finely ru
gulose, its hind upper part glabrous. Sternauli on lower hind part of mesopleura, 
short. Hind marginal suture of mesopleura with fine crenulae. Metapleura with 
sculpture similar to that of propodeum.

Fore wing about the length of body, somewhat elongate, almost 3 times 
longer than its greatest width (70 : 25). Stigma and metacarpal vein almost of 
equal length (20 : 18), r-̂  emerging distally from stigma, r-̂  and cuqu^ of equal 
length, not distinctly angled at their junction, both veins thick (Fig. 1). Vanal 
lobe of hind wing evenly convex.

Legs relatively short and somewhat thick. Hind tarsi longer than 
tibia (30:25), hind spur somewhat longer than half of metatarsus. Hind coxae 
almost smooth, shiny, as long as abdominal segments 1- 2.

Abdomen as long as head and thorax together, widest at 3rd seg
ment. Tergite 1 with evenly but slightly arched sides, almost twice longer 
than wide at its anterior base (15:8), its posterior base wider than fore one 
(12:8) (Fig. 3). Tergite 2 transverse, its width to length as 20:6, shagreened 
(almost smooth), tergite 3 almost 1.7 times longer than 2nd one, together with 
succeeding tergites smooth and shiny. Ovipositor short, hardly projecting be
yond end of abdomen. Hypopygium normal.

Head brownish black, thorax dark brownish black (holotype), or black 
(paratype), abdomen brown (holotype) or dark brown (paratype). Sternites 1 - 3  
yellow, further sternites brown. Coxae brown, trochanters light brown, fore 
femur-tibia-tarsus yellow, median and hind femora brownish yellow, tibiae and 
tarsi yellow. Tegulae brown, wings infuscate, stigma and vein yellowish 
brown.

Length: 2.8 -  3 mm, alar expanse 6. 4 -  6. 8 mm.

Male unknown.
Host: Orgyia dubia judaica Stdrg. (Lep.)
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Type locality: Deganya (Israel), 23-26. VII. 1939, 2 <j> (1 <j> holotype,
1 9 paratype), leg. Y. Palmoni.

Holotype (Nr. 9358) in Beth Gordon Agriculture and Nature Study 
Institute, Deganya , Israel.

Paratype in the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, (Hym. 
Type Nr. 1807).

The new species stands nearest to A. specularis Szépl. , A. impurus 
Nees, and A. bignelli Marsh. , but it differs by the combination of the following 
features. Mesonotum with dense and even punctulation, wings infúscate, r^ issues 
distally from stigma, ^  and cuqu  ̂ thick, tergite 1 almost rectangular, with 
evenly and slightly arched sides, tergites 3 1.7 times longer than tergite 2.
Head and thorax blackish, abdomen brown, legs yellow to brownish yellow.

Remarks. -  1. Antenna of holotype incomplete, right one without 
any flagellum, left one with 16 joints.

2. Left antenna of paratype incomplete, with 15 joints.

3. Fore wings of paratype incomplete, distal two thirds of left 
wing glued separately on a card.

* Apanteles ordinarius (Ratz.)

Reported from several European countries, the USSR, and Japan. An 
important parasite of Dendrolimus caterpillars.

Locality: Deganya A, 6.V. 1943, ex Amata mestralii palestinae Hmps. , 
8 cf new host.

* Apanteles phaloniae Wilk.

This species has been described as a parasite of Phalonia smeath-  
manniana F. by Wilkinson, in 1940, from England. Up to now, it was not re 
ported from other countries.

Locality: Kv. Kinneret, 19-26. II. 1960, ex pupae of Zeuzera 
pyrina L. , (new host) 1 9 & 1 d .

* Apanteles rubripes (Hal.) -

Occurring throughout the Western Palearctic Region. Sculpture of 
propodeum and tergites 1 - 2  varying from rugose to rugulose.

Locality: Deganya 16. VIH. 1939, ex Orgyia dubia iudaica Stgr. , 27 6.
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* Apanteles ruficrus (Hal.)

A widely ranging species in the Palearctic, Oriental, and Australian 
Regions. Mesonotum, scutellum, propodeum, tergites 1-2, and 3rd coxae strongly 
rugose, tergite 3 always light: brown, reddish brown, reddish, yellowish red etc.

Parasitizing a number of noxious caterpillars.

Localities: Deganya, 17.IV. 1940 in a lucerne field, 1 9 . 6. VII. 1942 
in a plantation of subtropical fruit-trees 2 y 8. III. 1944 ex larvae or pupae of 
Ocnogyna loewii Z. 5 5 & Id".

* Apanteles stellatarum (Bche).

Its range seems to be limited to Europe, unkonwn in the USSR. New. to 
the fauna of-Israel.

Locality: Deganya , 3.1.1944, ex larvae of Pieris brassicae L. , 55 9
& 17 d .

* Apanteles ultor Reinh. group.
A badly mounted Apanteles specimen, impossible to identify. Charac

teristic is to the Apanteles ultor Reinh. group that the propodeum bears a clearly 
marked median areola. This areola is hardly to be seen in our specimen. Meso
notum punctate, scutellum almost smooth, shiny. Wings hyaline, veins opaque. 
Tergite 1 similar to that of A, lacteicolor Vier. , tergite 2 finely rugose, 2.5 
times shorter than tergite 3. Ovipositor almost as long as abdomen. Body 
black, legs reddish yellow. Coxae l-2  .browny, coxa 3 black. Length 2.8 mm.
In view of these features our exemplar represents presumably a new species, 
however, the state of preservation of the specimen precludes a precise descrip
tion.

Locality: Deganya, 10.V. 1968, light trap, I 9 .

* Apanteles vestalis (Hal.)
A common species in the Western Paleartic Region. Very similar 

to A. congestus Nees, differing, however, from this species by the strongly 
punctato-rugose scutellum.

Locality: Deganya 8. H. 1944, ex larvae or pupae of Ocnogyna loewii Z. 
(new host.'), 1 9 .

* Microplitis heterocera (Ruthe).
Reported from some European countries. Scutellum laterally rugose, 

otherwise almost smooth, shiny. Tergite 1 hardly sculptured, rather shagreened 
laterally, otherwise smooth and shiny with parallel longitudinal margins. The 
host, Ocnogyna loewii Z. , gave our first information on its bionomy.

Localities: Deganya,28.I l l -12.. IV ex pupae of Ocnogyna loewi Z. 7 9  3 o '.
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Microplitis rufiventris Kok. -  Gerling 1969 (Spodoptera littoralis
Boisd.}

Only a male specimen at hand. Tergite 1 twide longer than its broadest 
part medially, with subparallel sides, together with succeeding tergites smooth and 
shiny (contrarily to Filipescu 1S62, but agreeing with Telenga 1955). Abdomen 
reddish, wings hardly infúscate, stigma browny with a basal light spot.

Described from Turkestan (USSR), and reported from Usbekistan (USSR), 
and Rumania. Presumably a rather widely ranged species in the Mediterranean 
Subregion.

Locality: Deganya, 6. VII. 1942, in a plantation of subtropical fruit-trees,
1 d.

Opiinae

Opius concolor Szepl. -  Bodenheimer 1937 (Dacus).

A rather variable species. Reddish yellow. Vein d of fore wing not 
twice longer than n. rec. Median keel of propodeum with longitudinal striae. 1st 
tergite almost smooth and shiny.

Known from Africa, and Sicily.

Localities: Deganya A, 12.1.1940, ex larvae of Svnclera traducalis 
Z.' 1 5 , 16.1.1940, ex larvae of Carpomyia incompleta Becker, 19.1.1940, 2 9 
15. III. 1967 Light trap 1 9 .

* Opius diversus Szepl. -

Antennae 26-jointed. Tergites 2-3 with fine rugulosity. Length 1.8 
mm. Head brownish black, mandible yellow, thorax and abdomen black, legs 
pale. Wings hyaline.

Frequent in the Paiearctic Region, also recorded from Ethiopia
(Africa).

Locality: Deganya, 1. TV. 1965, ex Phvtomyza atricornis Mg. . Id.

* Opius sp.

Two males without head; indeterminable. Perhaps a new species. 
Presumably belonging to subgenus Opius, Sektion A, comatus-Gruppe (Fischer 1958).

Localities: Deganya 14. in. 1965, (25.IV. 1944, ex pupae of Pegomyia 
hvosciami betae Curt. 2 9 .

Doryctinae

* Heterospnus testaceus Tel. . -  Telenga (1941) described this species 
from Ciscaucasia and Turkmenia, (USSR) on the base of both sexes. In his re -
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vision of the genus Heterospilus Hal. , Fischer (1960) states that he had not at. 
hand any specimen of this species, and knew only the' original description. The 
single female from Israel agrees with Telenga's description. However, the 
antenna is 28-jointed, the scutellum with very fine rugulosity, and the ovipositor 
longer than half of the abdomen (33:52).

Locality: Deganya 17. IV. 1940, in a lucerne field, 1 £ .

Braconinae

Vipio mlokossewitschi Kok. -  Bodenheimer 1937.

Very similar to V. contractor Nees, differing from this species by 
the reddish palpi and relatively short ovipositor (hardly longer than abdomen).

Reported from the USSR (Georgia, Turkmenia), Iran, Rumania.

Locality: Nahalal, 20 .IH. 1932, 1 q .

* Vipio tentator var. rufipes var. n.

The new variety differs from the nominate form by its reddish 
yellow hind femur; otherwise, similar to it. Reported from the USSR (Caucasus, 
Ukraine), CSR. (South Moravia), Hungary, Rumania, Jugoslavia, Italy and Tunis,

Presumbaly an euryoc eremophilous species.

Locality: Deganya, 3. VI. 1942, on flowering carrots, 1 p .

* Glyptomorpha desertor Fabr.

A widely but sporadically distributed species in the Southwestern 
Palearctic Region. It seems to be a stenoc eremophilous species.

Locality: Deganya 18. V. 1942, on lower herbs, 1 d .

* Baryproctus zarudnianus Tel.

This species was described by Telenga in 1936 from Iran in the 
female sex only. The present locality in Israel is the second one.

The female agrees with the original description, but: proximal half 
of propodeum smooth and shiny, along its median longitudinal carina with very 
short transverse striae, tergite 2 somewhat shorter than tergite 3 (8:10), with 
very fine rugulosity, length 5 . 5 - 6  mm. The male differs from female as follows: 
carina and posterior sculpture of propodeum, striato-rugosity of 1st tergite 
stronger. 2nd tergite rugo-striated, 3rd tergite with very fine rugulosity, length 
6 mm.

Localities: Deganya 15. HI. 1965, 23. V .,  15.X. 1964 -  66 light trap
2 9 lcf.
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Fischer, M. 1958: Die europäischen Arten der Gattung Opius Wesm. Teil I a.
(Hymenoptera, Braconidael. -  Ann. Mus. Civ. Stör. Nat. Genova, 
70, p. 33-70.

Fischer, M. 1958: Die europäischen Arten der Gattung Opius Wesm. Teil III.
Opius s. s t r . , Sektion C (Hymenoptera, Braconidae). -  Beitr. 
Entom., 8, p. 189-2.12.

* Bracon abscissor var. unicolor Fahr.

A West Palearctic, species.

Locality: Deganya, 17. IV. 1940, in a lucerne field, 1 .

* Bracon caudiger Nees.

Known from some European countries (Belgium, Germany, Sweden, 
Italy, Austria).

Characteristic for this species is the elongated 3rd cubital cell (r2 : 
cuqug as 15:5).

Locality: Deganya, 17.IV. 1940, in a lucerne field, 1 d .

* Bracon nigripedator Nees.

A widely distributed species in South, Central, and East Europe.

The single male is reddish yellow, only mesosternum and a median 
streak of propodeum black.

Locality: Deganya, 1. VI. 1942, on flowering carrot. 1 d .

* Bracon urinator var. testaceus var. n. -  Bodenheimer 1937: JB.
urinator F.

Ranging in the Western Palearctic Region. The new variety stands 
nearest to Bracon urinator var. syriacus Fahr., and var. rufithorax Fahr. , 
however, it differs from both varieties by its testaceous femora and tibiae.

Locality: Deganya, 1. VI. 1942, on flowering carrot I 9 .

Rhogadinae

* Rhogas basalis Costa.

Entire body reddish yellow or mesosternum black, or mesoster
num black and anterior half of propodeum blackish. Antenna 35-jointed. Tergite 
1 broader posteriorly than its length (22: 20), tergite 2 transverse, width to 
length as 25:18. Cu2 hardly quadratic (r2: cuqug as 12:8).

Reported from South Europe (Italy)Transcaucasia (USSR), and Iran.

Locality: Deganya , 9-22. VII. 1939. 3 q 1 d  all in light trap.
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* Rhogas ductor Thunbg.

Distributed in the entire Palearctic Region. One of the commonest 
Rhogas species. Tergites 1-3 reddish yellow, further ones black. Legs (from 
coxae1) reddish yellow.

Localities: Deganya, 10.IV .1940, in a Citrus-grove 1 5 , 17.IV.1940, 
in a lucerne field 1 £ . Shaar-Ha'Golan, 1.VI. 1947, in a lucerne field, 1 o'.

* Rhogas rossicus Kok.

(f new description: Entire body light brownish yellow, without any dark 
(or black) spot on mesopleura, propodeum, and 1st tergite. Antenna 39-jointed, 
Cu2 and brachial cell nearly of equal length (r2 : d2 upper vein of brachial cell 
as 20:22). Tergite 1 hardly longer than wide posteriorly (35:33). Tergite 2 
transverse, width to length as 42:29. Both tergites longitudinally rugulose.

Hitherto known only from Yaroslavsk (USSR).and Finland (Hellén 1927). 
New to the'Mediterranean region.

Locality: Deganya, 6. VI. 1943, light trap, I d 1.

Hormiinae

Hormius moniliatus (Nees). -  Bodenheimer 1937 (Microlepidoptera)

A widely distributed species in the Palearctic Region. Light forms 
are at hand; body brownish-red, propodeum and tergite 1 blackish.

Localities: Deganya, 15.11.1965, 14. Vn. 1943, light trap 2 5 .
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