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The beetle on the front page: Capnodis carbonaria Klug (Buprestidae).
Though its distribution is limited to the Balcans, Asia minor, Syria 
and Palestine, it is there one of the most destructive borers in stone 
fruit trees. It is pictured here in honour of Prof. E. Rivnay, to 
remember his important investigations (1944-1951) on the bionomics 
control of this pest.

MANUSCRIPT

Manuscripts should not exceed 20 typewritten pages; in case of larger 
manuscripts the author is requested to contact the editor first.

Manuscripts should be submitted in two copies (text and tables only), to be 
typewritten, doublespaced and on one side only; Latin names should be 
underlined.
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Illustrations, graphs and tables should be sent ready for direct reproduction 
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E Z E K I E L  RI VNAY
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This special issue of the Israël Journal of Entomology is dedicated to 
Prof. Ezekiel Rivnay on the occasion of his seventieth birthday.

Ezekiel Rivnay was born in Zichron Yaaqov (Palestine) in 1899, the son 
of a farmer. No doubt this early association with agriculture made him particu
larly perceptive of the practical aspects of his studies in agricultural entomology.

A few years after graduating from high school in Haifa in 1919, Rivnay 
began his higher education at the Massachussets Agricultural College, from which 
Institution he received his doctorate in 1931.

Prof. Rivnay was first engaged in research in medical entomology. His 
doctoral thesis, "Tropisms in the Bed Bug", is now considered a classical contri
bution to the literature in this field. He then served as Junior Entomologist with 
the Plant Quarantine and Control Administration, Insect Identification Department, 
at Orlando, Florida, but he dreamed of his future scientific work in Palestine.

He returned to Palestine at the invitation of Prof. F. S. Bodenheimer in 
1931, and joined the staff of the Agricultural Experiment Station of the Jewish 
Agency at Rehovot (later to become The Volcani Institute of Agricultural Research), 
where he has since been engaged in research on various problems in the agricul
tural entomology of subtropical and arid areas. He has also served in various 
administrative capacities at the Volcani Institute and was Head of the Department 
of Plant Protection upon his retirement from official duties in 1964.
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Dr. Rivnay's publications provide a guide to the development of agricul
ture in Israel and to its trends, including the introduction of new crops, the ex
pansion of irrigation and its application to crops previously unirrigated.

The first area and foremost sphere which Prof. Rivnay explored in this 
country was entomology related to citrus trees. Among other pests, he studied 
the biology of Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis, the ecology of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly and its translocation from one type of orchard to another. Rivnay also made 
important contributions to the biological control of citrus pests. He was closely 
associated with two outstanding achievement in this field: the introduction and 
establishment of Clausenia pkrpurea to control Pseudococus citriculus and of 
Aphytis holoxanthus to control Chrysomphalus aonidum.

As to pests of grapes and summer fruit trees, Prof. Rivnay studied the 
biology of Retithrips syriacus and carried out extensive investigations on the 
physiology and ecology of Capnodis spp. notorious borers of fruit trees. In 
addition, he engaged in the study of field crop pests, especially in dry farming, 
and particularly of. wheat and forage crops.

When the State of Israel was established, agriculture in the country 
underwent drastic changes in policy and practice. Irrigation was extended to 
large areas, cultivation methods were intensified and new industrial crops were 
introduced. These change's were accompanied by new and serious entomological 
problems. This challenge was met by Prof. Rivnay and his colleagues. Many 
publications in professional and agricultural journals are evidence of this intensive 
phase of Rivnay's activity Much of this experience was summed up in his book 
"Field Crop Pests in the Near East", which deals with such pests as Spodoptera 
littoi’a lis , Earias insulana and many others. This book aroused great interest.' 
among scientists far beyond the borders of Israel, because of its wealth of infor
mation on pests, and as an important contribution to entomology as a whole.
Much of the healthy state and prosperous aspects of the fields and groves of this 
country are living witness to Rivnay s endeavors.

Prof Rivnay has always enjoyed his many contacts with the farmers of 
Israel and has often contributed to their journals. He has a gift for demonstrating 
how scientific findings can be applied in agricultural practice. He had the farmers 
problems in mind when he summarized the first decade of use of synthetic insec
ticides in his papers: "On the Disturbance of the Biological Balance", and "The 
Excessive Use of Insecticides in Israel"

Prof. Rivnay is as successful in broadcasts and lectures as in popular 
writing. Another example of his warm interest in the human aspect is reflected 
in his efforts to rescue from oblivion important contributions made by early 
Israeli entomological pioneers. The reviews he compiled on the history of bio
logical control of insect pests in Israel, and on the centralized control program 
practised in citrus groves against the Mediterranean fruit fly, typify these efforts.
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The information assembled in these reviews - from papers originally scattered 
over various obscure publications, many of them in Hebrew - and much of the 
material buried in forgotten progress reports and diaries, were made available 
to entomologists by Rivnay. In his book "Biological Control of Pests in Israel 
(A review 1905-1965)", the author presents us also with present-day problems in 
biological control, ecology and biology.

The problmes encountered by Rivnay in the course of his work brought 
to his attention some of the more basic problems underlying insect occurrence 
and outbreaks in the Middle East. He thus became interested in the importance 
of survival under adverse conditions in hot climates and arid zones. Another 
subject which intrigued him was insect migration as a means of renewing or 
increasing pest populations. He also studied changes in insect populations as a 
result of modifications in microclimatic conditions due to the introduction of large- 
scale irrigation in cultivation. He is one of the leading authorities in agricul
tural entomology in this country.

Rivnay has always been active in professional public affairs and was 
justly proud of his initiative in founding the Entomological Society of Israel.

Now that Prof. Rivnay has officially retired, he has shifted the efforts 
to a field in which he has long been interested, namely, the ecology of Arthropods, 
in particular insects, in arid zones. All his friends and colleagues, in Israel and 
abroad, wish him success and many years of further fruitful activity.

Shoshana Yathom



N O T I C E

The ISRAEL JOURNAL OF ENTOMOLOGY iS distributed free of charge to 
members of the Entomological Society of Israel. Copies of the journal 
may be purchased at the price of IL. 1 5 .- or $ 6.00 postfree from the 
Treasurer of the society, Mrs. V. Melamed Madjar, Volcani Institute 
of Agriculture, Rehovoth, P .O .B . 15; payments to be made out to :
Bank Discount, Rishon le Zion, Account No. 62693.
All other correspondence concerning the journal should be addressed to 
one of the'editors: Prof. H. BYTINSKI-SALZ, Department of Zoology, 
Tel-Aviv University, 155 Herzl Street, Tel-Aviv, or Prof. A . TAHORI, 
Israel Institute for Biological Research, Ness Ziona.
NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS
Contributors are solicited for publications in the journal concerning:

a) Morphology, physiology, taxonomy, faunistics and bionomics 
of insects and mites of the Near East.

b) Papers on applied entomology of the same region.
c) Reviews of general problems in Entomology in which our 

readers may be interested.
Papers are published in English only and are accepted with the under
standing that they have not been published previously in any other Europ
ean language, or sent for publication to another journal.
The editor reserves the right to reject or shorten the manuscript, correct 
its style and/or send it back to the author for alteration.
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A liquid bait for the use against the 
Mediterranean Fruit Fly (Ceratitis capitata)

0  and other species of fruit flies. Used exclusively ^
h\/ t h e  Ic rp p li f t it r i i* : M a rt i pt'm n R n a r r l  p n a in s tby the Israeli Citrus Marketing Board against 

the Mediterranean Fruit Fly.

p  species of Noctuidae Caterpillars, Grillotalpa etc. p  p „  . . . . . .  P1„  Due to their excellent effectiveness these baits jp  
Pp  have created for themselves an outstanding image p p
%%%. lAlith nnmomne oliontc in I eronl nr u/nllwith numerous clients in Israel 

as abroad.

An effective preparation for use against 
Ants, Termites and all other species 

of soil insects.

B A R A N

A granular preparation for the control of 
field mice and rats.
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Geigy
C reators of chem icals  

for m odern agriculture
R epresented in Israel by

offers
ibi sii sail The Dinamic 

Partner for  
advanced 
agriculture

you
he following

Acaricides Insecticides Herbicides
Products against 
deficiency of 
micro-nutrients

C h loro-
benzilate

(Akar 3 3 8 )®

Diazinon  

Superacide ®  

D izigaf ®

S a m in y l®  

P rim atol -  S 

G e s a g a r d ®  

G esaran ® 
Igran ®  

A trazol ®
D f ,®A Prim atol -  A

C am parol ®

Gesapax ®

Sequestrene ®

Chemical and Technical Supplies Ltd. n "y a  n w  tpbp’ n'O
T e l-A v iv , P . O . B .  10 IO . l . n  , rPhK-bn

R Registered trade M ark of J . R .  G eig y  S . A .  Basel. Switzerland



" T A R S I S "
AGRICULTURAL & INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS CO. LTD.

Manufacturers & Exporters of:

CITRUS & DECIDUOUS FRUIT SPRAYS

Against Black Scale, Red Scale, Parlatoria 
Scale, etc.

AGRICULTURAL INSECTICIDES

Parathion, Malathion, Endrin, Lindane, 
Toxaphene, Dixnethoate etc.

PROTEIN INSECTICIDE BAIT

Against Mediterranean Fruit Fly.

Plant & Office: Kiriat Arieh, T el. 913785-6  • 
P . O . B .  183 Tel Aviv.

A N N O U N C E M E N T

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATURE IN ISRAEL, 

INITIATES A STUDY OF THE ENTOMOPAUNA OF NATURE PRESERVES 

IN ISRAEL.

Any entomologist or entomology student who m ay'be interested in 

such a programj either as a project leader or as an employee is invited 

to inquire for further details at The Society Headquarters, Hashfelah St. 4 , 

T el Aviv.


